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lead PCs” 

against 
Liberals in 

election 


Doug Ford has his work cut out for 


im. 

With less than 90 days until the June 
7 election, Ontario is looking for a 
change. 

Polls suggest 15 years of Liberal rule 
is enough for most residents, but Kath- 
leen Wynne is a strong campaigner 
and pulled off an upset four years ago 
against Tim Hudak. Could she do it 
again against Ford? 

With the PC party losing its leader 
back in January and after a hastily or- 
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Doug Ford speaks to a crowd of delegates during a recent campaign stop last month. (Submitted Photo) 


ganized leadership race, PC policies 
are not yet fully developed. 

Ford will need to begin to announce 
multiple policies over the next two-to- 
six weeks to give Ontarians some idea 
and direction of where the PC’s are 
going and what a Ford government 
would do. 

Ford says he'll give grassroots Ontar- 
ians a strong voice while getting the 
elites out of power positions they've 
held under the Liberal government. 
That message could resonate with On- 


by Peter Whitaker 


tarians tired of feeling left out of the 
decision making under Wynne. 

I was one of thousands of Ontarians 
glued to the TV sets over the weekend 
as the Ontario Progressive Conserva- 
tive party held its leadership conven- 
tion in Markham. We all knew it would 
be a close race and expected the re- 
sults to be posted around 3 p.m Sat- 
urday. 

It didn’ t work out that way. 


Continued on Pg 4 
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Carding in Peel highly unpopular despite new regulations, 
audience tells independent review 


by Heather Raithby 


Peel residents had a chance 
to share their views about the 
controversial practice of street 
checks last week at the 
Loafer’s Lake Recreation Cen- 
tre in Brampton, in particular 
about the new rules that came 
into effect January 2017. 

Approximately 70 people 
attended, including Brampton 


Justice Michael H. Tulloch speaks to a crowd of residents durin 


Mayor Linda Jeffrey. They 
were asked to fill out ques- 
tionnaires and hold round 
table discussions, with high- 
lights presented from each 
table. 

“Meeting with you is a criti- 
cal part of the process,” said 
Justice Michael H. Tulloch, 
who heads up the review. He 


g acommunity consultation on the 


emphasized the report is inde- 
pendent of police and govern- 
ment influence. “You can be 
assured your views will be re- 
flected in the ultimate report 
that will be written.” 

Tulloch is looking at all as- 
pects of street carding, includ- 
ing racial bias, the rules of 
conduct, and ways in which 

a 


THE INDEPENDen 


TREET CHECKs 
REVIEW 


practice of carding at Loafer’s Lake Recreation Centre on Mar. 8, 2018. (Photo by Heather Raithby) 


the current system can be im- 
proved. His report will be 
available to the public in Jan. 
2019. 

Street checks continue to be 
unpopular in Peel. 

Some residents said it was 
hard to answer specific ques- 
tions about carding when they 
believed the process should 
not exist in the first place. 

“Each and every one of 
these questions assumes we 
are in support of there being 
regulations. I want to make it 
very clear the practice of card- 
ing needs to stop...it needs to 

0,” said Mark Brown, a mem- 
er of the Coalition of Black 
Trade Unionists. 

“Tt sounds like carding is 
something friendly, a tool they 
are using to engage communi- 
ties,” says Ahmed Gajid, vice- 
president of the Ontario 
Federation of Labour. “It’s a 
tool being used to control 
communities... It’s intimidat- 
ing. It’s scary. A lot of times 
you don’t know where your in- 
formation is going.” 

The new rules which set out 
conditions for when you are 
required to share information 
with police “make no sense”, 
says LaTanya Grant, whose 
cousin Jermaine Carby was 


shot and killed by police after 
carding. 

“Ts a black man, or anyone 
who is not Caucasian, going to 
feel comfortable to exercise 
their right on a dark street or 
a back alley knowing what 
could happen? No, they are 
not. You shouldn’t be talking 
to them in the first place.” 

“Every time I am at a family 
gathering or Christmas dinner 
I don’t see my cousin because 
of this practice.” 

One high school student 
spoke up, sharing his experi- 
ence at being street checked 
when walking home from the 
gym. “The police officer 
shouldn’t be looking at me 
like I’m a criminal,” he says, “I 
want to talk to a person and be 
treated like a person.” 

His mother said the experi- 
ence counteracted the positive 
connection her son felt with 
police officers at his school. “It 
really changed his percep- 
tion... The focus should be on 
building a connection or a re- 
lationship,” she said. 

Several’ speakers shared 
fears the information gath- 
ered by police from random 
stops has long term conse- 
quences, and is yet another 
barrier to overcome. 


When someone’s name is in 
the system, it can prevent an 
applicant from passing a secu- 
rity check, said Juliet Jackson, 
director of Culture and Inclu- 
sion for the Region of Peel. 

“That affects their ability to 
have a viable job. Someone 
has to be held accountable for 
that. We can’t afford for our 
youth to go to school, do 
everything right, but for ab- 
solutely no reason they are 

ainted as criminals. That af- 

ects their ability to grow up, 
have a family, and support 
that family,” 

Jackson says that racial bias 
must be addressed. “The 
hardest thing on the planet is 
being a young, black man. If 
they are feeling like they are 
always under _ suspicion... 
eventually they become what 
they are accused of being. “ 

Several people said they 
would like to see police offi- 
cers living in the communities 
they served. “The police 
should be as familiar to you as 
your mailman,” said one pre- 
senter. 

The next public consulta- 
tion is in Hamilton, ON on 
Mar. 22. Comments can also 
be submitted through 
streetchecksreview.ca. 


Province plans to widen Highway 401 in Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 


Plans are in the works to 
widen 18 kilometres of High- 
way 401, including segments 
throughout Mississauga, in a 
bid to relieve congestion and 
spur growth in the region. 

Minister of Transportation 
Kathryn McGarry was in Mis- 
sissauga last week to an- 
nounce the project, which is 
pet of a $2,5 billion package 

e province 1s committing to 
highways and roads across the 
province. 

“This stretch of highway is 
one of the busiest in the 
province ... adding new lanes 
will keep traffic moving so 
businesses can get their prod- 
ucts to market and people can 
get where they need to be 


sooner,” said McGarry, who 
also announced a formal re- 
quest for proposals at the 
news conference. 

The project will impact the 
401 from the Credit River to 
Regional Road 25 in Milton, 
ann is intended to allow for 
more efficient transportation 
and increase population and 
employment growth in the re- 
gion. 

According to figures re- 
leased by the province, ap- 
proximately 118,000 - 
175,000 vehicles cross the 401 
per day. 

Local community groups 
have also expressed concern 
for the widening of the high- 
way and how it will impact 
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local neighbourhoods. The 
project was identified b 
Ward 1 Councillor Dave Coo 
in February as a concern for 
residents living near the high- 
way. 

Mississauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie that traffic conges- 
tion is one of the biggest issues 
facing residents in the GTA, 
and the project is intended to 
alleviate commute times and 
reduce the environmental im- 
pact. 

“Tnvestments like these that 
build infrastructure, while 
breaking gridlock to ce peo- 
ple where they need to go 
more quickly, while moving 
goods to market in a more 
timely way, are critical to our 


9878 Dixie’ Road, Brampton-§ 


future prosperity and will help 
workers, students, and busi- 
nesses succeed,” she said. 

Three construction res 
have been pre-qualified for 
the dies process - Black- 
bir onstruction Group, 
LINK401 and West Corridor 
Constructors. The successful 
bidder will be announced 
sometime next year. 

“Our government is com- 
mitted to making investments 
in modern infrastructure that 
make our transportation net- 
work more efficient for the 
people of this province,” said 
Halton MPP Indira Naidoo- 
Harris. 
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Ford takes reins of PCs among voter concerns 


Continued from Pg 1 


After more than a few de- 
lays, party officials an- 
nounced it would take some 
time to determine the win- 
ner and asked the party 
faithful to go home. 

Organizers of the conven- 
tion said the results would 
be announced as soon as 
possible, but many didn’t 
know if it would be that 
evening or sometime over 
the rest of the weekend. 
Liberal commentators were 
quick to tell viewers the To- 
ries couldn’t organize a con- 
vention and_ therefore 
couldn’t be trusted to run 
the province. 

The delays sparked ru- 
mours when a winner was 
not announced as expected. 
Rumours and speculation 
went on to fill the airwaves 
for another three hours after 
the original 3 p.m. deadline 
to name the leader came 
and went. 

CP24 and CBC both 
treated viewers to a multi- 
tude of scenarios being 
played out in real time, with 
the first indication that Ford 
had won coming from his 
daughters an hour later. 


The announcement finally 
came just after 10 p.m. Sat- 
urday that Doug Ford had 
been declared the winner. 

Organizers cautioned it 
was not official. In the final 
outcome, Ford had defeated 
Elliott on the third ballot 
but because the vote was so 
close, the Elliott team 
wanted to clarify the results 
and did not immediately 


concede until Sunday 
evening. 

Now what? 

What about the three los- 


ing candidates? Ford in his 
acceptance speech says all 
three will have an important 
role to play in the running of 
his new provincial govern- 
ment. 

Considering that Ford 
thinks his opponents are 
‘liberal lite’, we'll have to see 
just how big those roles will 
be in a Ford government 
were he to become the next 
premier. It’s also unclear 
how big a role the losing 
candidates want. 

If Ford becomes premier, 
he will get the chance to run 
on a clean slate, put to- 
gether his ministers and 
staff begin rebuilding every- 
thing the PC’s say has been 


broken with the province 
over the past 15 years. 

Ford opposes carbon 
taxes, so Ontarians could 
get relief if he makes good 
on his promise to scrap 
them. We also know he 
wants to make the province 
more attractive to business 
investment than it has been 
under Wynne. 

The Tories need to keep in 
mind the negative percep- 
tions some have of Ford 
given his late brother’s con- 
troversial and_ polarizing 
stint as Toronto mayor. 

The Liberals will need to 
throw everything they have 
at exploiting those negative 
perceptions in order to have 
any hope of an election win 
in June. 

It has been speculated 
that the Liberals had insider 
information on former PC 
leader Patrick Brown and 
were waiting until the elec- 
tion got closer to unveil it. 

Could they bring up any- 
thing from the past about 
Ford that might put doubt 
into the minds of voters 
thinking of voting PC? Will 
voters overlook their con- 
cerns about Ford given the 
low regard Ontarians have 
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Doug Ford addresses the crowd at the 2018 PC Leadership Con- 
vention shortly after winning the leadership vote. (Photo Cour- 
tesy of Ontario Progressive-Conservative Party/Twitter) 


for Wynne? 
Answers will come elec- 
tion day. 
Peel Weekly News will be 


reporting on all of the 
Provincial Election news in- 
cluding right up to election 
night. 


Bains talks steel tariffs and equality at Brampton event 


by Alex Gregory 


Canada’s focus is on open- 
ing, not closing them, a fed- 
eral minister told guests in 
Brampton last week. 

More than 100 guests 
packed into the Garden 
Convention Centre Friday 
morning to hear Minister 
Navdeep Bains speak about 
the impact of recent trade 
policies implemented by the 
U.S., and Canada’s recent 
exemption from tariffs on 
steel and aluminum im- 
ports, as well as efforts im- 
prove gender equity in 
employment. 

The event, which was or- 
ganized by the Brampton 
Board of Trade, included a 
wide-ranging discussion be- 
tween Bains and BBOT 
chair Heather Stratti about 
issues facing local residents, 
including jobs and infra- 
structure investment. 

“We can’t be complacent 

.. we need to continue to 
make smart and thoughtful 
investments,” Bains _ said, 
pointing to the business-led 
Advanced Manufacturing 
Supercluster initiative, 
which will bring in up to 
$950 million in new invest- 
ments for the local area. 


“It’s a big play on talent ... 
we're able to attract the best 
and brightest, and bring 
more opportunities to 
Bramptonians,” said Bains, 
himself a local resident 
whose father emigrated to 
the city and built a success- 
ful kitchen cabinet com- 
pany. 

The Minister also spoke 
about to reduce the gender 
wage gap via policy tools, in- 
cluding more investment in 
early learning and child care 
programs, a greater focus on 
supporting women entering 
skilled trades programs and 
promoting skilled women to 
leadership positions. 

He also pointed to the re- 
cent Employment Insurance 
(EI) parental sharing bene- 
fit, which incentivizes 
shared duties with an addi- 
tional five weeks of leave, 
making it easier for women 
to return to work sooner if 
they choose. 

Bains was unapologetic in 
regards to his critics, saying 
that Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s is focused on cre- 
ating a “blueprint for suc- 
cess” that will help women 
succeed in the workplace. 


“We are a feminist gov- 
ernment ... we're going fora 
feminist budget,” he said. 

Bains also took questions 
from local business owners 
about the recent tariff ex- 
emption, pointing out that 
it’s important to protect 
Canadian jobs first and fore- 
most, and that Canada re- 
mains a trusted partner 
with the U.S., despite “chal- 


lenges and unintended con- 
sequences” that arise along 
the way, 

That didn’t stop Bains 
from taking a shot at the 
situtation, saying that 
Canada “can’t go down the 
same road” in regards to 
their neighbour’s protec- 
tionist policies. 

“Tt’s not in their interest to 
have these policies,” he 


noted. 

Brampton Board of Trade 
president Todd Letts also 
spoke at the event, saying 
that Bains’ message high- 
lighted how important local 
businesses are to the suc- 
cess of the economy. 

“Economic development 
is our main mission here,” 
Letts said. 


Minister of Innovation and Economic Development Navdeep Bains speaks with Brampton Board of 
Trade chair Heather Stratti during an event in Brampton on Mar. 9, 2018. (Photo by Alex Gregory) 
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Finance Minister talks deficit, budget release date 


Ontario’s 2018-19 
budget will be released on 
Mar. 28, the province’s 
Minister of Finance has re- 
vealed. 

Mississauga-South 
MPP Charles Sousa talked 
up the budget during a re- 
cent luncheon at the Eco- 
nomic Club of Canada, and 
said that the province is ex- 
pecting to run a deficit due 
to greater investments in 
long-term/child care pro- 
grams, hospitals and men- 
tal health. 

Sousa provided an up- 
date on Ontario's economic 
outlook and fiscal plan, and 
said that the upcoming 
shortfall will account for 1% 
of the province’s GDP, 
though he declined to ex- 
plain further. 

“While the state of our 
economy may change, our 
values never will,” Sousa 
said to a packed room at the 
Hilton Hotel in Toronto. 

“The 2018 Budget will 
reaffirm our commitment 
to grow the economy and 
create jobs, while maintain- 
ing progressive policies like 
free tuition and free phar- 
macare. These investments 
are making a positive differ- 
ence in the lives of people." 


Sousa also took the op- 
portunity to mention that 
the Ontario government 
cleared its deficit in 2017 
and will run a surplus in the 
current fiscal year. 

Figures from the Min- 
istry of Finance, as of the 
last publicly-released 
records (in 2016) show that 
Ontario’s GDP was $794 
billion. The projected 1% 
shortfall could run as high 
as $8 billion. 

Private-sector forecast- 
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ers, on average, have esti- 
mated that Ontario real 
GDP increased by 2.8 per 
cent in 2017. 

The Minister said the 
decision to return to a 
deficit was difficult, but 
stressed that he wouldn’t 
“leave people behind”. 

“Our budget will have a 
clear plan to track back to 
balance. But let’s be clear - 
we are making this choice 
deliberately,” he said. 
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New rules for street checks are now in effect 


Here are the rules, effec- 
tive Ontario wide since Jan. 
1, 2017, that police must fol- 
low for street checks. 

A street check, sometimes 
known as carding is when a 

olice officer asks someone 
or identifying information 
in a particular type of situa- 
tion. 

These rules are currently 
being review and public 
input is requested. 

The new rules apply if an 
officer asks you to ideangy 
yourself when they are look- 
ing into suspicious activi- 
ties, gathering intelligence 
or investigating general 
criminal activity in the com- 
munity. 

The new rules do not 
apply if an officer is talking 
to a driver during a traffic 
stop, arresting or detaining 
you, executing a warrant or 
investigating a _ specific 
crime. 

If an officer asks you for 


Peel Police’s Special 
Investigations Unit have 
been called in after the 
death of a Brampton man 
early Monday morning. 

A 36 year-old man was 
pronounced dead after 
police responded to a 
medical assist call in the 
Queen St. W. and 
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“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 
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ID in a situation when the 
rules apply, they must have 
a reason which cannot be 
based on race, being arbi- 
trary, asked only because 
you are in a high-crime 
area, because you refused to 
answer a question or walked 
away. 

a must also tell you 
why they want your identi- 
tying information, tell you 
that you can refuse to give 
identifying information, 
offer you a receipt — even if 
you refuse to share informa- 
tion — that includes the offi- 
cer’s name and_ badge 
number, tell you how to 
contact the Office of the In- 
dependent Police Review 
Director, which handles 
complaints about police in 
Ontario, who to contact to 
access personal information 
about you that the police 
service has on file, and keep 
detailed records of their in- 
teraction with you. 


McLaughlin Road area, 
and attempted to perform 
CPR, in addition to ad- 
ministering the medica- 
tion Naloxone, which is 
used as treatment in over- 
dose cases, specifically to 
block the effects of opi- 
oids. 


In rare cases, if following 
the rules above could nega- 
tively affect an peste 
tion, threaten public safety 
or force officers to reveal 
confidential information, 
police officers may not have 
to tell you why they are ask- 
ing for information (e.g. the 
reason involves a tip from a 
confidential informant), tell 
you that you have the right 
to refuse giving ID (e.g. the 
officer suspects a car pas- 
senger may be the victim of 
human trafficking), or give 
you a receipt from the inter- 
action (e.g. the officer re- 
ceives an urgent call for 
service and must quickly 
end the interaction). 

In these cases, the officer 
must record their reason for 
not following the rule. 

More information can be 
found by visiting 
ontario.ca/streetchecks. 


A team of SIU investi- 
gators has been assigned 
to the case. 

Residents who may 
have seen or heard any in- 
formation related to the 
incident are asked to call 
Peel Police’s Special In- 
vestigations Unit at 1- 
800-787-8529. 


May Monteiro 
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Rotary RibFest gets new home in Port Credit 


by Heather Raithby 


Mississauga’s Rotary 


RibFest will have a new, 
slightly more southern loca- 
tion this year. 

The festival will move to 
Port Credit’s Memorial Park, 
from Celebration Square in 


Mississauga, where it called 
home for more than a decade. 
The event takes place July 
12-15. 
“We look forward to bring- 
ing this long standing success- 
ful fundraiser to the Port 


A view of the vendors at the Mississauga Rotary Ribfest in 2017. 


(PDN File Photo) 


Credit area and being part of 
that vibrant community. We 
are committed to providing a 

reen event that contributes 
ocally and attracts tourists to 
the area. Can’t wait to enjoy 
some music, food and fun 
while we raise money to sup- 
port the many community 
groups in Mississauga that 
benefit from the event,” said 
event coordinator Natalie 
Hart. 

The idea of the move stirred 
up some heated debate, as it 
was not clearly explained at 
first why the event needed to 
move. 

The need for more space 
was one factor, explained Paul 
Mitcham, the City of Missis- 
sauga’s Commissioner, Com- 
munity Service in a released 
statement. 

Another, said Mitcham, was 
“the need to institute an ad- 
mission fee to attend the 
event. The admission fee lim- 
its access to the site for the 
general public, which is con- 
trary to our current policy fo- 
cused on Outdoor Events in 
the Civic District which pro- 
hibits paid entrance. These 
changes, among others made 
it essential to investigate other 
potential sites for the event.” 

Rotary organizers charge an 
entrance fee of two dollars a 
person or five dollars a family 


to raise funds for local chari- 
ties, while vendors set their 
own prices. 

The decision was sweet for 
some, but tangy for others in- 
cluding the Port Credit BIA, 
which had concerns thatextra 
traffic and parking may be 
bad for local merchants, and 
about sponsor fatigue, litter, 
and alcohol use. 

Before the vote last week, 
The Town of Port Credit Asso- 
ciation Facebook page asked 
people for their thoughts on 
moving the RibFest to Port 
Credit which generated a 
lively discussion on the pros 
and cons of hosting the sticky- 
fingered event. 

“Bring it on,” said Andy 
MacDonald. “Rotary does 
amazing work for the commu- 
nity. Port Credit is the perfect 
spot for this sort of event! 
Events like this make for a vi- 
brant community and small 
business in the area will ben- 
efit.” 

Others bemoaned the loss of 
the park for the public. 
“Please no we love that park 
and it’s not fair not being able 
to use the park for a week! 
Leave it at City Hall!” posted 
Sonia DeMichele DaSilva in 
capital letters. Others worried 
about increasing traffic and 
congestion in the area. 


OPP Issues Safety Alert After 
Hazardous Waste Found in Caledon 


Ontario Provincial Po- 
lice have issued a public 
safety warning after a se- 
ries of reports of haz- 
ardous waste _ being 
disposed in ditches in the 
Caledon area. 

According to authori- 
ties, the bags are ex- 
tremely hazardous and 
have indicators that they 
may have come from a 
synthetic drug lab. 

Officials from the OPP 
and Caledon Fire were 
brought in for a joint in- 
vestigation, and took pre- 
cautionary measures _to 
safely remove the dis- 
carded waste. 

The OPP is now ask- 
ing residents who locate 


any discarded waste 
products that emit a 
strong chemical odor or 
have _liquid/solidified 
residue to stay away and 
contact police immedi- 
ately. 

Additionally, police 
are asking local residents 
to report if they witness 
instances of night time 
ee or suspicious 
vehicles immediately. 

Residents who have 
additional information 
regarding the investiga- 
tion are asked to contact 
the OPP at 1-888-310- 
1122, or call Peel Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222- 
TIPS (1-800-222-8477). 


Photo Courtesy of Ontario Provincial Police 


RUBBER-DECK.com 


Patio & Pool Deck Resurfacing 


2018 Provincial Election coverage begins soon. 


Is 15 years 


enough for Ontario? 


Possible 
Opposition? 
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Three Peel Residents Arrested After Brampton 


Drug Bust 
by Alex Gregory 


Three Peel residents are in 
custody after a firearm-and- 
drug-related arrest late last 
week in Brampton. 

Peel Police’s Street Crime 
Gang Unit executed a search 


warrant at a home in the 
Ebenezer and Gore Road 
area in Brampton and dis- 
covered several guns and 
ammunition, including 
Glock and Ataki Arms Loraki 


handguns and a stun gun. 

Additionally, officers found 
more than $11,000 worth of 
drugs, including cocaine, 
heroin, MDMA, Fentanyl 
and Methamphetamine, 
among others. 

30 year-old Lamar Bore- 
land and 26 year-old Tiffany 
O’Garro, of Brampton, and 
36 year-old Matthew Ferri- 
gan, of Mississauga, were 
charged with multiple counts 
of trafficking drugs, along 
with several counts pertain- 
ing to the unauthorized pos- 
session of a firearm. 

The three individuals ap- 
peared in Brampton court for 
a special bail hearing on Fri- 
day. 

Police are asking anyone 
with information pertaining 
to the case to call the Street 
Crime Gang Unit at (905) 
453-3311, ext. 7704. 

Information may also be 
left anonymously by calling 
Peel Crime Stoppers at 1- 
800-222-TIPS (8477), or by 
visiting www.peelcrimestop- 
pers.ca, or by sending a text 
message to CRIMES 
(274637) with the word 
“PEEL” and a tip. 


Brampton and ministry to hold info session for 
prospective election candidates 


Prospective candidates 
in the next municipal 
election will have a 
chance to ask questions 
about the process during 
an information session 
which will be held bycity 
officials in Brampton and 
the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs on Apr. 3. 

The session, which will 
take place in Brampton 
Council Chambers from 
6:30 - 9 p.m., will give 
candidates an opportu- 
nity to hear an overview 
of key requirements for 
the roles , including eligi- 
bility and jesson bil 
ties, along with a 
breakdown of the regis- 
tration and nomation 
process, campaign fi- 
nances and key dates and 
resources. 

According to city clerk 
Peter Fay, new provi- 
sions in the Municipal 
Elections Act require 
clarification of third- 
party advertising rules to 
prospective candidates, 
and will be implemented 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


for the first time this 
ear. 

“(The session) will help 
potential candidates gain 
a better understanding of 
what is required of them 
should they choose to file 
their nomination,” Fay 
said in a statement Fri- 
day afternoon. 

The session is open to 
residents wishing to run 


as a candidate or third- 
party advertiser in the 
municipal election, 
which takes place on Oct. 
22. A second session will 
be held later this year. 

Registration is manda- 
tory due to limited seat- 
ing. Participants can 
email the City at bramp- 
tonvotes@brampton.ca 
to register. 
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News BUSINESS 


Brampton company fined $175,000 after industrial accident 


by Alex Gregory 


A Brampton supply chain 
business was charged late 
last week in relation to an 
industrial accident in 2016. 


Dematic Limited, which 
has an office in Mississauga, 
was charged in Brampton 
court for failing to adequate 
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ensure the safety of a work- 

site, which led to the death 

of a construction worker. 
On Aug. 9, 2016, the com- 


pany was engaged with in- 
stalling a conveyor system 
at a warehouse in Bramp- 
ton. 

During installation of the 
system, workers were re- 
quired to install decking on 
previously-constructed 
structural steel frames. 

The workers used a mo- 
bile work platform to pro- 
vide workers with access to 
the areas of the steel frame 
that needed to be installed. 

On the day of the incident, 
two workers with prior ex- 
perience as part of the work 
crew were installing the 
frames on the mobile plat- 
form. 

The workers had to briefly 
position themselves below 
the top rail of the guardrails 
of the platform to pass 
under some of the beams. 


The accident occurred 
when the worker operating 
the controls of the platform 
lost sight of his co-worker, 
who was also on the plat- 
form at the time. 

The operator heard a 
noise and stopped the plat- 
form, then discovered that 
his co-worker was pinned 
between the guardrail of the 
work platform and a steel 
structure. 

Although emergency serv- 
ices were called, the worker 
was pronounced dead on- 
site. 

After an investigation by 
the Ministry of Labour, it 
was _ discovered that the 
platform was not being op- 
erated in accordance with 
the operator’s manual, even 
though the workers had re- 
ceived training and instruc- 


tion in the use of the plat- 
form. 

Dematic subsequently 
pled guilty in Brampton 
court of failing to ensure 
that the procedures and 
measures outlined in sec- 
tion 93(3) of the Industrial 
Establishments Regulation 
were carried out suffciently, 
and were contrary to the 
Occupational Health and 
Safety Act. 

Dematic was __ fined 
$175,000 on Mar. 8. by Jus- 
tice of the Peace Richard 
Quon, along with a 25-per- 
cent victim fine surcharge 
as required by the Provin- 
cial Offences Act. The sur- 
charge is credited to a 
special provincial govern- 
ment fund to assist victims 
of crime. 


Mississauga medical cannabis producer obtains e-marketplace license 


The Mississauga-based 
TerrAscend Corp. has been 
granted a licence by Health 
Canada to. sell dried 
cannabis. 

The Solace Health sub- 
sidiary announced early 
Monday that it had obtained 
the sales license necessary 
to open an e-commerce 
marketplace that will sell 
multiple brands of cannabis 
products with varying pro- 
files to Canadian patients, 
and will be accessible online 
in the next few weeks. 

Solace Health also an- 
nounced that it has secured 
in excess of 1,000kg of dried 
cannabis, including 15 dif- 
ferent genetic _ strains 
through its own cultivation 
and strategic industry part- 
nerships. 

TerrAscend president and 
CEO Michael Nashat said 
that the license is an impor- 


tant milestone for the com- 
pany, in that it allows them 
to them deliver more effec- 
tive support programs and 
pharmaceutical-grade 
cannabis products to Cana- 
dian consumers. 

"The granting of our sales 
licence, together with the re- 
cent expansion of our Mis- 
sissauga facility, allows us 
the opportunity to provide 
the highest quality products, 
with a same day delivery op- 
tion," he said in a statement. 

"TerrAscend has made 
substantial progress since 
our strategic investment in 
December 2017," said Jason 
Wild, Chairman of TerrAs- 
cend." The opportunities in 
the global cannabis market 
are tremendous. My vision 
for TerrAscend is to be the 
worldwide leader in the 
legal cannabis industry." 

Solace Health Inc. is a li- 


In 2003, the Liberals 


took power...is 
their time up? 
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cenced producer of medical to Cannabis for Medical 
cannabis under the Access 


Aarti 


Purposes Regulations and 


a clinical support program _ by healthcare professionals. 


Is it opposition 
time for the NDP? 


2018 Provincial Election coverage here...Soon. 
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Steelheads Clinch Playoff Spot And Go 2-1 This Week 


by Brendan Lang 


The OHL’s Mississauga 
Steelheads had their most 
important three game span 
of the season this week, as 
they had a chance to clinch a 
spot in the postseason. 

Their first test was up 
against the Peterborough 
Petes last Thursday on the 
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road. 

Early on in the first period, 
Mississauga got on the 
scoreboard as Michael Little 
got one past the Petes net 
minder. After allowing three 
consecutive goals, the Trout 
got one back on a late first 
period tally from Ryan 
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Mcleod. 

The Petes would answer 
that quickly, and the score 
held at 4-2 heading into the 
break. 

Trent Fox opened the scor- 
ing in the second to pull the 
fish to within one goal. 
Bobby Dow of Peterborough 


was quick to respond restor- 
ing their two goal lead. 
Nikita Korostelev scored 
his third goal of the game 
soon after for Peterborough. 
Mississauga’s Trent Fox 
was looking for a hat trick as 
well, as he scored twice more 
in the period to pull them to 


within one. 

Third period had exiting 
action and Ryan Mcleod tied 
the game up for the Fish 6-6. 
Mathieu Foget found the 
back of the net and the Steel- 
heads led by one. 

Both teams added one 
more tally and that meant 
the Steelheads took home 
the victory, winning 8-7. 

With that win, it booked a 
ticket for them into this 
year’s OHL playoffs. 

After clinching a playoff 
spot for the second time in 
two years, they returned 
home to take on the Oshawa 
Generals on Friday. 

The Steelheads opened the 
scoring when Nic Hague 
went BarDown for his 33rd 
on the campaign. 

The Generals scored three 
in the period as they held a 
two goal lead at the break. 
Oshawa came out to play in 
the second, tallying two 
more goals and holding the 
Steelhead offence scoreless. 

The Trout’s Michael Little 


scored his 14th of the season, 
but they could not crawl 
back into this one as they fell 
6-2. 

The third and final game of 
the week was played on Sun- 
day in Ottawa against the 
67's. Keean Washkurak put 
an early goal on the board 
for Mississauga. 

That was followed up by a 
powerplay goal from Cole 
Carter and another goal 
from Ryan Mcleod. At the 
end of the frame, Missis- 
sauga held a 3-0 advantage. 
In the second period, Trent 
Fox and Ryan Mcleod put 
goals on the board to make it 
5-0. 

The final period proved 
uneventful as Ottawa wold 
score one, but it barely put a 
dent in the lead as Missis- 
sauga won 5-1. 

The Trout have now 
moved into the 7th spot in 
the Eastern Conference and 
will be playing in the post- 
season this year. 


Mississauga’s R.J. Barrett chosen as America’s top high school hoops player 


by Heather Raithby 


R.J. Barrett from Missis- 
sauga has won the 2018 
Naismith Prep Player of 
the Year, which is awarded 


to America’s top high 
school basketball player. 
The 17-year-old joins a 


long list of illustrious play- 
ers who have won the 
award including Kobe 
Bryant, LeBron James and 
Jason Kidd. 

He is the second Cana- 
dian to win the award since 
it began in 1987. Andrew 
Wiggins, from Thornhill, 
ON who now plays for the 
Minnesota Timberwolves, 
won in 2013. 

R.J. (which stands for 
Rowan Jr.) has a growing 
list of accomplishments. 

He led Montverde Acad- 
emy in Florida to a 31-0 
regular season, and was a 


dominant force at the U19 
FIBA World Cup this past 
summer, helping Canada 
get it’s first ever basketball 
world championship. 

He was also named MVP 
for the tournament. 

Barrett was selected to 
the McDonald’s All Ameri- 
can roster, and was named 
MVP at the Basketball 
Without Borders camp at 
the 2017 NBA All-Star 
Weekend. 

The teenager even has a 
monthly blog on USA 
Today. 

ESPN lists him as the 
NBA’s top recruit, and the 
scouting report says “Bar- 
rett has all the scoring in- 
stincts and athletic ability 
to go over or around de- 
fenders for impressive fin- 
ishes.” 


The 67”, 200 pound 
small forward has “reclas- 
sified” moving up his high 
school graduation by a 
year to 2018. Highly 
sought after, he has signed 
with Duke University in 
North Carolina. 

Barrett will be eligible for 
the 2019 Draft. 

RJ’s father is Rowan Bar- 
rett, who played for 
Canada’s national team, 
and professionally over- 
seas. He is currently exec- 
utive vice-president and 
assistant GM of Canada 
Basketball. RJ’s mother 
Kesha was a track star at 
St. Johns University where 
they met, and RJ’s godfa- 
ther is two time NBA MVP 
Steve Nash. 
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Exciting Junior Hockey games this wekend 


at the Hershey Centre 


- Friday Mar 16, 7:00 pm vs Ottawa 
- Sunday Mar 18, 2:00 pm vs Kingston 


for tickets: mississaugasteelheads.com 


Beast Drop Close Decision to 


Tyson Wilson and Chris 
Leveille scored for Bramp- 
ton, but the Beast dropped a 
close game to Cincinnati by 
a score of 3-2. 

The Beast took on the 
Cincinnati Cyclones live 
from the Powerade Centre 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The Cyclones drew first 
blood with a goal from 
Justin Vaive at 10:28. He 
was able to convert on a 
pass from out of the corner 
to put the Cyclones up 1-0. 

Brampton fired right back 
with a point shot blast from 
Tyson Wilson. Brandon 
Marino started the game by 
sending the puck to Jackson 
Leef on the half boards. Leef 
found Wilson, who one- 
timed a floating shot past 
Cyclones netminder Jason 
Kasdorf at 11:08. 

With the game tied at one, 
Chris Leveille would beat 
the buzzer and give Bramp- 
ton a 2-1 lead with his 17th 
of the year at 19:59. 

David Vallorani found 
Leveille with a perfect pass 
that the speedster ended up 
roofing past a sprawling 
Kasdorf. 

The Beast would head to 
the first intermission up 2-1 
and ahead by a shot count of 
13-10. 
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The only scoring in the 
second period was a Cy- 
clones breakaway goal by 
Shawn O’Donnell at 12:31. 
That tally tied the game up 
2-2. 

Both teams traded some 
chances as the period went 
on, but neither would find 
twine again as time ticked 
down and finally expired. 
Shots on goal after the sec- 
ond once again favoured 


Brampton to the tune of 25- 
16. 

Cincinnati struck first in 
the third on the power play 
courtesy of a blast from 
Daniel Muzito-Bagenda. 
That gave the Cyclones a 3- 
2 lead at 9:13 of the third 
frame. 

That would be all the scor- 
ing we would see in the 
third, as despite a furious 
late Brampton push, the Cy- 
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clones would hold on and 
secure themselves a 3-2 win 
in regulation. 

Chris Driedger is tagged 
with the loss and made 20 
saves through 60 total min- 
utes of play. 

The Beast finished the day 
by going scoreless on the 
power play. Cincinnati went 
one-for-five. 


First Nations Host Youth Hockey 
Tournament 


The 47th annual Little 
Native Hockey League 
Tournament kicked off 
this past weekend in Mis- 
sissauga, bringing to- 
gether more than 3,000 
Indigenous participants 
across 210 teams to take 
pat in five days of youth 

ockey action. 

The first LNHL tour- 
nament took place in 1971 
with 17 teams and 200 
players in Little Current, 
Ontario. Today, the tour- 
nament has grown to over 
170 teams and over 2,500 
players. 

Don Rusnak, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Indigenous 
Services, attended the 
opening ceremonies of 
the tournament on Sun- 
day in order to brin 
greetings from the federa 
eoycemnent and praised 
the continuing success of 
the tournament. 

“For 47 years, you’ve 
brought First Nations 
youth together from 
across Ontario through 
the power of sport, and 
youve helped them de- 
velop skills to prepare 
them for their future.” 


The tournament is 
hosted by Moose Cree 
First Nation each year, 
and was originally estab- 
lished to highlight educa- 
tion, citizenship, 
sportsmanship and re- 
spect. 

Indigenous Services 
Canada provided 
$50,000 to support First 
Nation youth, family, and 
team staff to travel to the 
tournament. The Depart- 
ment also engaged the 
Hockey Hall of Fame, 
who provided admission 

asses to many of the ath- 
etes attending the tour- 
nament. 

Minister Jane Philpott 
said that the respect, per- 
severance and discipline 
needed on the ice are the 
same qualities that the 
youths will draw on as 
they grow to become 
leaders in socie 

“The friendships and 
traditions they enjoy here 
will last them a lifetime,” 
said Philpott, who acts as 
the Minister of Indige- 
nous Services. 
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Hometown Hockey Brings Local Memories and Live Entertainment to Downtown Brampton 
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Bolton Conservation Area receives Ontario Heritage designation 


by Alex Gregory 


The Bolton Heritage Con- 
servation District now has a 
new badge of honor - an of- 
ficial designation under the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 

The area, the first such 
heritage district in Caledon, 
received the designation 
earlier this week, which af- 
fords for the neighbor- 
hood’s natural heritage to 
be preserved and takes into 
account such factors when 
dealing with new construc- 
tion or alterations to exist- 
ing sites. 

The move comes a week 
after the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB), which re- 
cently conducted an over- 
haul of its decision-making 
policies, approved the site 
through a by-law amend- 
ment. 

Residential and institu- 
tional properties within the 
district are now eligible for 
the Town’s Designated 
Heritage Property Grant 
Program, which offers an- 
nual matching grants to a 
maximum of $4,000 for 
small and mid-size restora- 
tion and maintenance proj- 
ects, subject to available 


funding. 

Many of the Town's his- 
toric settlement areas, in- 
cluding Bolton, were built 
around the Credit and 
Humber Rivers during the 
early 19th century. 

Although most of Bolton’s 
original industries have 
largely disappeared, much 
of the village's historic 
commercial and residential 
fabric remains intact. The 
site is considered to be an 
important area of historic 
character for local shop- 
ping, entertainment and 
residential use. 

The site also includes 
more than 180 properties 
that encompass the com- 
mercial core, including 
large sections of King and 
Queen Street, along with 
adjoining neighbourhoods, 
said community services 
ae manager Peggy Tol- 

et. 

“The Bolton HCD has 
been established to recog- 
nize, protect and enhance 
the heritage character of 
the historic village of 
Bolton, she said. “(The BCD 
Plan) allows the Town to 


manage and guide future 
change in the area.” 
Commercial properties 


within the Bolton HCD may 
also be eligible to apply for 
a number of grants that fall 
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under the Bolton Commu- 
nity Improvement Plan, 
available at Caledon.ca/cip. 


Hard copies of the Plan 
are available for residents 
to obtain on request. 


New apps bring cashless convenience for Chinese tourists 


by Heather Raithby 


Mississauga’s Square 
One is one of a growing 
number of businesses now 
accepting mobile phone 
payments through the apps 


WeChat Pay and AliPay. 
These mobile payment 
systems are immensely pop- 
ular in China, with both 
WeChat Pay and AliPay 


boasting a whopping 1.3 bil- 
lion active users. 

The apps are used in 
China for pay for a huge 
range of products and serv- 
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ices, as the country’s urban 
citizens have largely by- 
passed credit cards on their 
way to a cashless society. 

According to Tourism 
Toronto, which represents 
agencies in both Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, Chi- 
nese tourists spent $307 
million in 2017, an increase 
of 147 percent over five 
years. 

China is also’ the 
Toronto Region’s largest 
overseas market since 2014, 
with 319,000 visitors com- 
ing to the Toronto area last 
year alone. 

Both the Government 
of Canada and the Govern- 
ment of China announced 
2018 as the Year of Canada- 
China Tourism. 

Canadian businesses 
who want to tap into that 


market are trying to make it 
both easy and convenient 
for Chinese visitors to shop. 

Both WeChat Pay and 
AliPay operate much like a 
Canadian debit card. 

A special handheld ter- 
minal allows a visitor to 
simply tap their QR code 
onto it. Canadian dollars are 
instantly deposited into a 
Canadian merchant’s sys- 
tem, and the customer’s 
Chinese bank account is 
debited in RMB along with 
any exchange rates and 
transaction fees. 

A growing list of busi- 
nesses are now accepting 
Chinese mobile payment 
option including Oxford 
Properties (Yorkdale, Scar- 
borough Town Centre and 
Square One) and recently 
announced Cadillac 


Fairview properties (CF 
Toronto Eaton Centre and 
CF Sherway Gardens) — an- 


other step to make 
the Toronto region "China- 
ready.” 


Minister of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport Daiene 
Vernile said that Ontario is 
quickly becoming a pre- 
ferred destination for 
tourists from China, and 
that it's important to make 
shopping convenient for vis- 
itors to pay in their currency 
of choice. 

“China and Ontario hav 
e long enjoyed a strong rela- 
tionship, and our govern- 
ment continues to work 
with our tourism partners to 
embrace opportunities that 
support growth in the in- 
dustry,” said Vernile. 
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$850,000 In Funding Awarded to Brampton 
Community Groups 


Thirty-four programs and 
projects in Brampton have 
qualified for a_ collective 
$850,000 in funding from a 
community grant program, 
the city has announced. 

Local festivals, recreation 
programs and sport tourism 
initiatives are just some of 
the projects that were 
funded through the city’s 
2018 Community Grant 
Program, which were an- 
nounced late last week. 

The recipients range from 
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Mayor Linda Jeffrey and members of the Rotary Club of Brampton. (File Photo) 


large festivals such as 
Carabram and the Rotary 
Club of Brampton’s Rib’n 
Roll (which each received 
$65,000 each), to smaller 
initiatives including the 
Brampton Quilter’s Guild’s 
Community Sewing Days, 
Canadian Newa_ Guthi’s 
“Samaya Baji” Celebration 
and the Lady Ballers Camp 
program, Dunk Like a Girl. 

The Community Grants 
program is intended to be 
an important investment 


Peron 


that helps various organiza- 
tions bring new experiences 
to local visitors, Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey said last week. 

“(The program is) provid- 
ing residents and visitors 
with more ee to 
discover, explore and cele- 
brate our city.” 

Investments were made 
that focused on projects that 
enhanced the city’s cultural 
vibrancy, building civic 
pride and community at- 
tachment. 


Tickets Stull 
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Tickets are still available for 
the Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga’s annual Benefit Art 
Auction, which showcases 
local works of art from estab- 
lished and emerging artists to 
help expand local art pro- 
grams for children and youths 
in the city. 

The event, which takes place 
on Thursday, Apr. 26 at the 
Grand Rotunda in Square One 
Shopping Centre, will include 
appearances from past con- 
tributors in support of the 
gallery’s First New Next inita- 
tive to help foster future 
growth and expanded pro- 
gramming opportunities. 

The event will also include 
live entertainment, hors 
d’oeurves - and more than 40 
pieces of art for sale. 

A public preview will be held 
from Apr. 19 - 25 in Square 
One, from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
near the Rolex Boutique store. 

The Benefit event will begin 
at 7 p.m., with the live auction 
beginning at 8 p.m. 

General admission tickets 
are $80. 

For more information and 
to purchase tickets, call (905) 
896-5088, email agm.con- 
nect@mississauga.ca or visit 
the ticket website at 
ba Sl ae coals dine 

allery-of-mississauga-bene- 
it-art-auction-tickets-427544 
77794 - 


Available for AGM Art Auction 


.COM 


6A Brant Avenue 


Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


905-278-1374 
fly @PazanGallery 


We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 


Call or email us at 
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Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


to book your appointment 
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Small Project Grant Program now open 
to Mississauga community groups 


Community groups with 
local projects can now apply 
for additional funding 
through Mississauga’s 
Small Project Matching 
Grant Program. 

The program, which had 
its funding approved earlier 
this year, provides grants of 
up to $2,500 to community 
groups helming small-scale 
projects within the city. 

Recreation director Shari 
Lichternman said in a state- 
ment early Monday that the 
program provides support 
for initiatives that increase 
resident engagement and 
strengthen neighbourhoods, 


and that the program was 
introduced last year with a 
total of 21 groups receivin 
grants for projects like loca 
festivals, Canada 150 initia- 
tives and recreational ac- 
tivites, 

Applications are now 
being accepted for commu- 
nity groups in good stand- 
ing with the _ city’s 
Community Group Support 
Policy. 

Applicants can request 
anywhere from $250 - 
2,500 for a new initiative 
that will be completed be- 
fore the end of 2018. Com- 
munity groups can also 


sponsor a project for a 
group that isn’t registered 
under the Community 
Group Support program. 

A total of $38,000 is up 
for grabs in the program. 

Applications will be ac- 
cepted and approved on a 
continuous basis until the 
budget allotment is reached 

The first deadline to apply 
for the grant program is 
Mar. 31 at 4:30 p.m. 

For more information or 
to access resources related 
to community grants, visit 
mississauga.ca/portal/resi- 
dents/community-groups- 
grants-funding. 


Caledon spotlights labour at upcoming 


Caledon’s Economic 


Development Office will be 
hosting a business forum 
focusing on labour force is- 
sues on Mar. 28, featuring 
keynote speeches, business 
spotlights, breakfast and 
much more. 


Business Forum 


Businesses in Caledon 
with more than 10 employ- 
ees are invited to attend the 
free forum. 

Representatives from 
Jobs Caledon, Peel Halton 
Workforce Development, 
and Newcomer Centre of 


Peel will be on hand to 
showcase labour programs, 
services and incentives that 
are available to employers. 

Roger Faulkner, the 
President of General Coach 
Canada, will lead a keynote 
session discussing the suc- 
cess and challenges his 
company has experienced 
in dealing with labour force 
issues. 

Following the keynote, 
participants will have the 
opportunity to take part in 
a facilitated discussion to 
share their challenges, what 
has worked in regards to 
hiring and retaining their 
own staff members, and 
how the Town and local 
service providers can help 
them with their labor 
needs. 

The event runs from 7 - 
9:15 a.m. at the Albion 
Bolton Community Centre, 
located at 150 Queen St. 
South. 

For more information 
or to register, visit 
www.eventbrite.ca/e/cale- 
don-business-forum-regis- 
tration-43355961849. 


Wetland exhibit takes Civic Centre by storm next week 


by Alex Gregory 


A new exhibit championed 
by a late city councillor will 
make its official debut at the 
Mississauga Civic Centre 
next week. 

Morphology, which _ is 
hosted by Credit Valley Con- 
servation and the Region of 
Peel, opens on Mar. 22, and 
showcases coastal wetlands 
on the city’s waterfront, as 
shown through the eyes of 
local photographers. 

The exhibit was the brain- 
child of Ward 1 councillor 
Jim Tovey, who passed away 
suddenly in mid-January. 

Tovey was a tireless advo- 
cate of the Lakeview Water- 
front Connection project, 
and spoke about the need to 
connect residents to the wa- 
terfront through artistic ex- 
pression during a private 
viewing of the exhibit in early 
Jan. at the Lakeview Water 
Treatment Plant. 

Eleven photographers 
helped bring the exhibit to 
life via their photographs of 
local habitat structures built 
four metres below the sur- 
face of Lake Ontario, before 
they are submerged and hid- 
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den from view. 

The project was a unique 
opportunity to capture part 
of the restoration process 
that’s been overlooked, said 
exhibit participant and local 


photographer Stephen 
Uhraney. 
“T’m honored to be a part of 


a project that serves value to 
the community and shows 
beauty in the unexpected.” 

The area the exhibit is 
based around will eventually 
be transformed into a 26- 
hectare conservation area, as 
part of the Inspiration Lake- 
view project. It will connect 
9.5 kilometres of shoreline to 
trails and is intended to be- 
come a new home for local 
wildlife and green initiatives. 

The free exhibit will be on 
display from Mar. 22 (Clean 
Water Day) - 28 in the Great 
Hall at the Mississauga Civic 
Centre, located at 300 City 
Centre Drive, Mississauga. 

A reception with the artists 
will also be held in the Great 
Hall on Mar. 22 from 7 - 9 
p.m. 


A nighttime view of the Lakeview waterfront as seen by local photographer Annette Selp, part in the new Morphology exhibit, which 
will run from Mar. 22 - 28 at the Mississauga Civic Centre. (Submitted Photo) 
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Local Food Bank Holds Women’s Day Donation Drive Do You Know a Safety Hero? 


Children’s Safety Village at 
safetyvillage@peelpolice.ca. 
Nomination 


A donation drive geared 
towards supporting Inter- 
national Women’s Day is in 
effect until the end of this 
week. 

Seva Food Bank is hold- 
ing the Handbags for Her 
donation drive, which tasks 
participants to donate new 
or gently used handbags 
along with packaged toi- 
letries. 

According to the food 
bank, many of their clients 
are women who make the 
decision between essential 
personal care items and 
food for their families. The 
donation drive is intended 
to celebrate these women 
and encourage self-care. 

Accepted items include 
new or gently used hand- 


bags, shampoo, condi- 
tioner, hairspray, feminine 
products, hand 


poe: 
shower gel, lotion, tooth- 
brushes, toothpaste and 
floss. 


Donations will be ac- 
cepted at both the Malton 
(2832 Slough Street) and 
Wolfedale (3413 Wolfedale 
Road, Unit 10) locations 
until Friday, Mar. 16. 


For food bank hours or 
more information on the 
drive, visit the Seva Food 
Bank website at www.se- 
vafoodbank.com. 


Local boys and girls who 
have demonstrated heroic be- 
havior and extraordinary acts 
of citizenship will be honored 
during the 24th Annual 
Elmer Safety Recognition 
Awards. 

Nominations are now 
being accepted for the awards 
ceremony, which will take 
place on May 15 at the Peel 
Children’s Safety Village in 
Brampton. 

Any child living in Peel 
Region, from junior kinder- 
garten through to grade eight, 
is eligible for an award, which 
acknowledges those who have 
me their parents, friends 
or classmates at an exemplary 
level. 

A maximum of ten chil- 
dren will receive a trophy and 
certificate from Peel Police. 

Local residents can sub- 


mit nominations until 
Wednesday, Apr. 11. 
For more information 


and to nominate a child, call 
Christie Hallett at (905) 453- 
2121, ext 4071, or email Peel 


orms can 


also be found by visiting 
peelsafetyvillage.on.ca. 


Wynn 


e talks affordability 


and local 


initiatives during campaign stop 


by Alex Gregory 


With the election less than 
three months away, the On- 
tario government is outlin- 
ing a number of campaign 
promises to make living 
more affordable for resi- 
dents who are facing finan- 
cial troubles. 

Premier Kathleen Wynne 
spoke Monday morning to 
reporters in Toronto re- 
garding recent changes the 
government has made to 
various programs, including 
daycare and tuition initia- 
tives. 

"Families are facing 
mounting pressures, 
whether at work or on their 
commute or in their pocket- 
book — and it’s having a real 
impact in people’s lives and 
our ability to care for our 
loved ones,” Wynne said in 
front of a packed crowd. ”I 
see it as government’s job to 
step up and make that pos- 
sible by making life fairer 
and more affordable for 
families.“ 

Some of the recent initia- 
tives discussed by the Pre- 
mier at the media 
appearance included: 

- The introduction of 
OHIP+ to make prescrip- 
tion medications free for 
everyone under the age of 
25 

- Qualifying more seniors 
for lower prescription drug 
costs under the Ontario 


Drug Benefit program, 
along with expanded fund- 
ing to cover the costs of fer- 
tility services 

- Making a commitment 
to helping 100,000 more 
kids access licensed child 
care, and offering additional 
financial support for fami- 
lies by providing subsidies 
for approximately 60 per 
cent of all new spaces 

- Reducing hydro bills by 
25 per cent as part of the 
Fair Hydro Plan, with extra 
support for rural and low- 
income families 

- Offering free tuition at 
colleges and universities for 
more than 225,000 stu- 
dents, and more generous, 
non-repayable grants for 
students whose families 
earn up to $175,000 

- Expanding rent control 
to private market rental 
units to appeal to first-time 
homebuyers 

- A public transit tax 
credit that saves seniors up 
to $450 and fare integration 
measures that have lowered 
the cost of commuting when 
transferring to and from the 
TTC and GO/UP Express 
network by about $700 per 
year for the average com- 
muter 

- Thousands of dollars 
available in rebates and fi- 
nancial support for home- 
owners who make 


energy-efficient upgrades, 
supported by the proceeds 
of Ontario's carbon market. 

Factors like age, number 
of children and household 
earnings are taken into ac- 
count, said Wynne, and they 
add up to hundreds and in 
many cases thousands of 
dollars of savings per family 
per year. 

According to the Pre- 
mier’s office, more than 
225,000 es or 40 per 
cent of all college and uni- 
versity students, are getting 
free tuition this year for the 
first time ever, and 95 per- 
cent of all OSAP recipients 
are now receiving grants 
that they do not have to pay 
back. 

Additionally, out-of- 
pocket drug expenses were 
$314 for the average On- 
tario household in 2015. By 
making prescription drugs 
free for people under the 
age of 25, OHIP+ has al- 
ready reduced _ out-of- 
pocket drugs costs for more 
than one million Ontarians. 

The GreenON fund, which 
was promoted at the event, 
will provide 150,000 homes 
with professionally installed 
smart thermostats and in- 
home energy reviews at no 
cost. All Ontario residents 
are eligible for $100 off the 
purchase of a smart thermo- 
stat. 


lai 


Jordan Camara, 10, gets some hands-on experience on how to make maple syrup at the Bradley 


ba arte vie 


Museum’s Maple Magic which takes place until Friday, Mar. 18, from 12 - 4 p.m. 


Each year, the museum shares samples of the sweet treat known as maple sugar, which is made 
from boiling maple syrup. Maple sugar was historically used as a sweetener rather than cane 


sugar in this area. 


Photo by Heather Raithby 
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Sweet Treats in Stock During Maple Syrup Days at Jack 


Families will have the op- 
portunity to sample some 
sweet treats starting today, 
as the Jack Smythe Field 
Centre will host Maple 
Syrup Days until Saturday 
(Mar. 17), from 10 a.m. - 3 


p.m. 

With the spring season 
fast approaching, visitors 
are invited to pay a visit to 
the centre’s Maple Syrup 
Sugar Bush, and get in- 
volved with a number of 
activities that are designed 
for the whole family, in- 
cluding sampling freshly- 
made maple syrup, tapping 
trees and emptying sap 
buckets, hiking along local 
trails and taking part in in- 
teractive workshops that 
show how pioneers col- 
lected and produced syrup. 

The site features a num- 
ber of beautiful sights, in- 
cluding friendly chickadees 
and a “sugar shack”, where 
artisans boil sap and 
clouds of steam billow out 
of the chimney. 

The Sugar Bush program 


Smythe Field Centre 


has been running for 16 
years, and is intended to 
give families an educa- 
tional activity and a hands- 
on experience. 

Admission to the pro- 
gram is $5 for adults and 
$4 for children 12 and 
under. 

Lunch will be available 
for purchase, and includes 


hot chocolate, cookies and 
hot dogs for visitors to 
roast over an open fire. 

Jack Smythe Field Centre 
is located at 14592 Winston 
Churchill Blvd., near the 
Terra Cotta Conservation 
Area. 

For more information, 
call the centre at 1-905- 


877-7771. 
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Celebrating Celtic Roots With The Sounds 
Of Ireland & Scotland 


Landmark Productions 
will celebrate the musical 
sounds of Ireland and Scot- 
land at its new concert, 
Celtic Roots. 

The production will fea- 
ture award-winning Missis- 
sauga duo River North, 
made up of singer/song- 
writers Matt Zaddy and 


Heather Christine, along 
with celebrated _ fiddler 
Brigit O'Regan and award- 
winning Irish Dancer Molly 
Collins. 

Music lovers of all ages 
are invited to this celebra- 
tion of Irish and Celtic 
music with an award win- 
ning cast of performers of 


Irish heritage. 

The concer will feature a 
mix of Irish folk music clas- 
sics and modern music that 
all ages will enjoy! ; 

Sing-a-long to music by 
The Dubliners, Celtic 
Women, The Corrs, Christie 
Moore, Ed Sheeran, Enya, 
The Chieftans, The Irish 
Rovers & more! 

This high-calibre per- 
formance and cabaret expe- 
rience comes complete with 
complementary Irish tea 
and snacks. 

Celtic Roots will be pre- 
sented this Friday (Mar. 16) 
at 2 p.m. at the Great Hall, 
located at 84 South Service 
Rdin Mississauga (near 
QEW/Hwy 10). Free park- 
ing is available on site. 

Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$18 for seniors and $15 for 
youths. 

Tickets can be purchased 

y visiting 
www.eventbrite.ca/e/celtic- 
roots-a-celebration-of- 
irish-celtic-music-featuring 
-river-north-tickets- 
43406623379. 


It’s coming soon. 
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FINALLY! 


A digital newspaper that brings 
the paper to life... and it’s free! 


www.Peel!DailyNews.com 


Rich with digital 
and print content 
that is interactive 


and engaging. 
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